
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandaamin 

 
Observations of the Seeds of God in Ottawa Campus Ministry 

 

Winter 2013  

 A Narrative Journey 
Much ink has been spilled in recent years about the importance of 
understanding the Bible as a narrative; that it tells the story of God.  And 
for anyone that has immersed themselves inside the Biblical story, they 
have realized that it isn’t a story that is simple and “nice,” rather it is 
complex message with many ups and downs, twists and turns, and both 
good and bad characters (and sometimes they’re the same person).  But 
through it all, we see God sowing seeds and working out His redemptive 
ways.  And the story and message of God is best understood with the 
perspective of time because so often individual accounts in the moment 
barely scratch the surface of what God is up to. 
 
The word Mandaamin is the Algonquin word for corn and it literally means 
“wondrous seed.” When we began this journey of campus ministry in 
Ottawa we were curious about what God’s wondrous seed would do.  
And like the Biblical narrative, we recognize that we’re scratching the 
surface when we tell the stories and share the things that we’re seeing.  
But like infants we are curious, wanting to touch and taste everything and 
pausing and wondering about even the smallest campus interactions 
because it’s all so new. Not everything we experience is easy, not 
everything makes sense (to us) but we know that God is at work and in 
time we will grow into the place we have called to.  We hope that this 
newsletter will give you a few snippets of what we’ve experienced so far. 

Sid Ypma 
Campus Chaplain 

 
 

 

      

 
 
 
 
 

 

Cross-Country Skiing on Meech Lake (Elisa, Elysia, “Molly” 
and Mercedes) – Thanks to Dr. Paul Heintzman and his wife 

Monique for sharing their love of the outdoors and the 
warmth of chili and hot apple cider! 

United Religions 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

November 21 was “United Religions” day at 
the University of Ottawa.  This was a first time 
event developed by the International House at 
U of O.  The International House was 
encouraged by the Community Life Services 
department to solicit the encouragement and 
advice of the new CRC Chaplain Sid Ypma as 
they developed a campaign aimed at fighting 
religious stereotypes and assumptions.  While 
this first time campaign did not get much 
publicity it has produced a seed for the future.   

Chaplain Sid has been meeting with the 
leaders from the International House and 
Student Federation to talk about establishing a 
“Faith Week” on campus for the 2013-2014 
year.   The goal of such a week event is to 
fight religious stereotypes, promote dialogue 
and give opportunities for people of faith to talk 
about what they believe and why they believe 
it.  It is agreed that “United Religions” is not a 
title that best describes the reality of what is 
trying to be achieved.   

Please pray for wisdom for the International 
House leaders (Landry, Ikram, Nadia and 
Sarah) and their efforts to raise the profile of 
the faith discussion on campus. 

 
      

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottawa Christian Reformed Campus Chaplaincy (OCRCC) 
 

Sid Ypma (Chaplain) contact info:     Chaplaincy Mailing Address 
Phone: 613-277-0037      1475 Merivale Rd. 
Email: sidypma@gmail.com     Ottawa, ON 
Office Location: 211 Wilbrod St. Unit 2, Ottawa, ON K2E 5N9 
Website: ocrcampuschaplaincy.org   
   
 

   
 

“idle-no-more” 
 
The indigenous and non-indigenous relationship in 
Canada has long been one of brokenness and 
mistrust.  As Idle-No-More grabbed the media 
attention, it became an opportunity on campus for 
Christian dialogue concerning the role of the church 
and Christians in the process of reconciliation and 
healing.  The OCRCC invited the CRC Centre for 
Public Dialogue to the University of Ottawa to lead 
students in a Blanket Exercise on January 22.  A 
small group of students have followed that up by 
meeting bi-weekly this semester to work through a 
new curriculum entitled “Living the Fire.”  Each week 
we deal with assumptions, racism, forgiveness and 
the gospel.  To further this conversation, the OCRCC 
has partnered with the Centre for Public Dialogue, 
St. Joseph’s Church, Kairos Canada, Kairos Centre 
for Spirituality and Justice, & the Kateri Native 
Ministry to host the “reForming Relationships” art 
exhibition at St. Joseph’s church on the edge of the 
University of Ottawa campus.  This exhibition is open 
to the public and you are encouraged to come view 
the art and join the conversation (details below)  

 
kisemanito 

pakitinasuwin 
''the    creator's sacrifice" 

 
The easter story in 

woodland artistic style by 
cree artist 

ovide bighetty 
 

march 23 – april 6 
 

st. joseph’s church - 174 wilbrod st. ottawa, on 
 

opening reception - march 23 – 7:30-9:30pm  
- will include aboriginal music and smudging ceremony  
 
ecumenical good friday service: march 29 – 7:30pm 
 

Thank-you for Your Gifts to OCRCC 
 
Last year we met our budget and it’s because of 
the generous support of churches and donors 
who believe in the importance of Christian 
worldview development in the University setting.  
Last fall we launched the Friends of the 
Chaplaincy program which allows donors to 
develop a stronger connection the ongoing 
chaplaincy work in Ottawa. If you are interested in 
finding out more about the Friends of the 
Chaplaincy program, please contact the OCRCC 
through the contact avenues listed below.  Thank-
you for your ongoing prayers and partnership as 
we work together for God’s mission in Ottawa.  
 

 

 

BREW - As a verb it can mean to mix or 
steep something and as a noun it usually refers to 
a beverage.  Brew is an invitation to brew over a 
brew.   Every Monday night at 8:30pm a group 
meets at a local pub near the University to 
engage in questions about God and the life of 
faith.  Some questions have been: “Is there a 
difference between the word of God and the 
words of scripture” or “Is guilt bad?” or “Is there a 
difference between art/music made by Christians 
vs non-Christians?” or “If they found extra-
terrestrial life tomorrow would it change your 
understanding of God ?” The conversation is 
never dull, feel free to join us! 
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