
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandaamin 

 
Observations of the Seeds of God in Ottawa Campus Ministry Summer 2012  

What is Mandaamin? 

The simple answer to this question is “corn.” I have a great 

fondness for corn in part because I grew up in the corn 

capital of Canada, Taber, AB (and if you’ve never had Taber 

corn, then you’ve never tasted the best corn in our fair 

country).  But the name Mandaamin was not chosen for the 

Ottawa Christian Reformed Campus Chaplaincy newsletter 

because the chaplain has a great fondness for corn; it has to 

do with etymology of the word. 

 

Mandaamin is an Algonquin (and more specifically the 

Anishinaabemowin) word for corn.  But when you look at its 

roots, it breaks up into “mandaa” meaning “wonder” or 

“amazing” and “min” meaning “seed.”  According to 

Anishinaabemowin.com, the reason that (what we know as) 

corn was given the name mandaamin was because of its 

many uses and ways it could be cooked – cereal, soup, 

bread, syrup, snacks and also it could be eaten just as it is. 

 

When I read about the etymology of the word and its 

explanation I couldn’t help but think that the word mandaamin 

is a great word with respect to the gospel and Spirit of God as 

it works in our lives and more specifically in this case as the 

Spirit works in campus ministry in Ottawa.  The Spirit of God 

is at play in so many ways. Sometimes the Spirit of God 

performs in phenomenal ways and at other times in slow 

methodical and reasonable ways.  Sometimes the Spirit of 

God comforts us and at other times the Spirit of God 

challenges us.  Sometimes the Spirit of God makes sense to 

us and sometimes the Spirit of God reminds us of just how 

little we know.  The Spirit of God is never static, never 

contained, always unpredictable and always at work bringing 

more of God’s Shalom into the world.  It is the wonder seed, 

growing more than we could possibly imagine. 

 

At the beginning of this new campus ministry in Ottawa we 

are all curious as to what the mandaamin will grow among 

the lives of the students here.  We hope that this quarterly 

newsletter will share the stories of what grows from God’s 

amazing seed. 

 

Sid Ypma 

Campus Chaplain 

 

 Ottawa Christian Reformed Campus Chaplaincy (OCRCC) 
 

Sid Ypma (Chaplain) contact info:     Chaplaincy Mailing Address 
Phone: 613-277-0037      1475 Merivale Rd. 
Email: sidypma@gmail.com     Ottawa, ON 
Office Location: 211 Wilbrod St. Unit 2, Ottawa, ON K2E 5N9 
Website: ocrcampuschaplaincy.org   
   

   

The New Campus Chaplain 

We welcome our new Campus Chaplain Sid Ypma, his wife 

Brenda and their three children, Anna (6), Abram, (4) and 

Eben (3) to Ottawa.  Sid most recently served as the lead 

pastor at the Alberni Valley CRC in Port Alberni, BC for six 

years.  Sid (and Brenda) is a graduate of Redeemer 

University College in Ancaster, ON and has his Master of 

Divinity from Calvin Theological Seminary.    

In his spare time Sid likes to go hiking, play hockey, dabble in 

gardening (the thumb is not as green as he would like it to 

be) and play lego with his kids.   

Sid is excited and challenged by the opportunity to begin a 

new campus ministry in Ottawa and he and his family look 

forward to participating in the CRC community in the 

Ottawa region.   

 

The Ypma 

Family 

from left to 

right: Eben, 

Brenda, 

Sid, Abram 

& Anna 
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re:Formed at Wilbrod  

The OCRCC has secured an office space on the edge of the 

University of Ottawa Campus at 211 Wilbrod Unit 2 (near the 

corner of King Edward Ave. and Wilbrod St. ).  This office will serve 

as the chaplain’s office (when not using the part-time Chaplain’s 

office on Campus on the third floor of University Centre) and the 

home base for the OCRCC.  The office is equipped with a 

bathroom and kitchenette and visitors are welcome.  If you are in 

Ottawa feel free to stop by for a cup of coffee, conversation and 

an introduction to the re:Formed  regional campus chaplaincy at 

the University of Ottawa. 

YOUR INVITATION  
TO SEPTEMBER 30th FESTIVITES  

 

10:00am -Installation of Sid Ypma as 

Campus Chaplain – Service to be 

held at Calvin CRC. Pastor Chris 

Pedersen of Cedar Hill CRC in 

Wycoff, NJ preaching. 

6:30pm - Inauguration of the new Campus 

Chaplaincy at Freiman Hall, 610 

Cumberland Street, Perez Building, 

School of Music University of 

Ottawa.  

 

Reception to follow immediately 

afterwards.  Please join us! 
 

OCRCC Steering Committee 

Larry Vandergrift, Chair 
Sheila Murphy, Secretary 
Albert De Vries 
Paul Heintzman 
Tymen Van Stryland 
John Vedder 
David Wijsman 
 
We are very thankful to Evert De Boer for his 
willingness to serve as Treasurer for OCRCC. His 
dedication and careful work are deeply appreciated. 
 
We also want to thank Tony Quon, Professor at the 
Telfer School of Management at the University of 
Ottawa, for his service on the committee during the 
past year. We welcome back Paul Heintzman 
(School of Human Kinetics), who has been away on 
sabbatical during this past year.  
 

Gifts to OCRCC 
 
We are thankful for the funding by Classis Eastern Canada, the four Ottawa CRCs and Christian Reformed Home 
Missions that make this ministry possible. However, about 20% of our budget revenue is based on individual gifts 
from supporters. We are planning to begin a formal fundraising campaign later this year; however, if you feel 
strongly about this ministry and would like to support it immediately with your gift, please send it to: 
 
Treasurer- OCRCC 
1475 Merivale Road 
Ottawa, ON K2E 5N9 
Please use our mailing address, not the office address 
 
The Steering Committee is grateful for the individual donations received so far. We fully trust that God will use 
these gifts to help grow the wonder seed that will make a big difference in the Ottawa region campuses.  

 


